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HISTORY  OF  RECRSATION 


IN 

ALLEGHENY,  BEAVER  AND  WASHINGTON  COUNTIES 
Pioneor  Recreation 

During  pionoor  days  in  tho  tri-countios,  wealth  and 
leisure  were  scarce,  and  recreation  was  largely  cembined  with 
gaining  a practical  end*  Early  forms  of  recreation,  such  as 
frolics  for  timber  cutting,  house  raising,  corn  husking  or  quilting, 
combined  useful  and  necessary  work  with  tho  opportunity  to  mingle 
with  one’s  neighbors*  Recreation  was  chiefly  a matter  of  Individual, 
not  govormontal,  concern. 

State  Land  Reservations 

At  the  close  of  tho  Revolutionary  War,  tho  State  reserved 
from  tho  Depreciation  Lands  west  of  the  Alleghenies  two  tracts  of 
land  of  3000  acres  each,  one  at  tho  mouth  of  tho  /illoghony  River, 
and  one  in  Beaver  County  lying  on  each  side  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Beaver  River,  including  Ft*  McIntosh*  Reservations  wore  made 
expressly  "to  tho  uso  of  the  State”*  It  was  intended  to  devote  tho 
land  to  necessary  public  uses  such  as  church,  comotory,  and  jail 
sites,  and  streets  and  alloys”to  bo  common  highways  forever,” 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  houses  of  public  worship  and  buria.1  places 
were  considered  to  bo  public  uses  at  that  time* 

In  tho  Borough  of  Boavor  tho  fo\ir  blocks  at  tho  center 
of  town  and  the  four  blocks  at  tho  extreme  corners  of  town  aro 
remnants  of  tho  3000  acre  State  reservation.  The  foresight  of  tho 
Legislature  in  directing  that  certain  parcels  of  land  bo  reserved 
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forovor  for  public  uso  is  cxcmplifiod  in  the  attractiveness  and 
spaciousness  of  Beaver  after  a century  and  a half  of  community 
development* 

The  3000  acre  State  reservation  in  Allegheny  County  ^as 
a strip  of  lend  a mile  wide  on  the  north  ba.nk  of  the  Ohio  and 
Allegheny  Rivers  and  extending  up  and  down  the  rivers,  opposite 
Fort  Pitt,  as  far  as  necessary  to  include  the  3000  acres.  Pro- 
vision was  made  for  a Commons  within  the  reserved  tract  for 
pasturage  and  burial s. 

When  the  Borough  of  Allegheny  (annexed  by  Pittsburgh  in 

t 

1907)  was  created  by  Act  of  Logislat\iro  in  1787,  the  town  survey 
established  the  Commons  at  102  acres.  The  four  corner  lots  at  the 
intersection  of  Federal  and  Ohio  Streets  were  reserved  for  a 
market  house,  a jail,  an  educational  institution  and  an  open  square. 
The  ono-acrc  tract  occupied  by  the  Western  Theological  Seminary  is 
a part  of  the  original  commons,  for  which  the  Seminary  pays  a 
ground  rental  of  $2100  per  year*  A 50-foot  railroad  right-of-way 
was  granted  in  1850  at  a ground  rental  of  $300*  At  the  present 
time,  84  of  the  original  102  acre  Commons  remain  for  park  uso* 

Afi  the  Allegheny  community  grew,  the  demand  for 
pasturage  decreased,  and  the  Commons  beerme  a dumping  ground.  In 
1867  a conmission  was  formed  to  ma.ke  rccommondations  for  the  use 
of  the  Commons.  The  rccommondations  for  development  of  the  Commons 
as  a public  park  could  not  bo  caxriod  out  until  the  Legislature 
passed  the  Common  Ground  Improvancnt  Act  of  1867*  Bids  wore 
received  from  various  landscape  architects  for  development  plans  for 
the  park,  and  a contract  was  awarded  to  Grant  and  Mitchell  of 
Now  York  City* 


The  cost  of  the  work  performed  amounted  to  #300,000*  This  was 
the  beginning  of  the  park  and  recreation  development  program 
in  the  Pittsburgh  area*  Unfortunately,  the  precedent  set  by  the 
State  in  reserving  land  for  the  public  use  was  not  followed  in 
establishment  of  all  caimunities*  The  result  is  that  many  of  the 
urban  centers  in  the  tri-county  area  are  inadequately  provided  with 
parks  and  public  squares  for  the  recreation  of  the  people  and  the 
crystallization  of  the  neighborhood  units. 

The  Park  and  Recreation  Movement  - Pittsb\irgh 

During  the  period  from  1870  to  1890,  Pittsburgh  became 
industrialized  and  congestion  spread  over  the  city*  Easy  access 
to  open  tracts  of  land  decreased.  Urban  residents  surrounded  them- 
selves with  dirt,  and  noise,  and  man-made  contraptions  with  which 
they  had  to  live  to  work.  The  desire  for  public  parks  grew.  The 
need  was  recognized  by  Edward  M,  Bigelow,  Director  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Works, who  in  1889  submitted  to  Council  a carefully  planned 
park  development  scheme.  Immediate  results  of  this  scheme  were 
shown  in  setting  aside  the  ground  around  Herron  Hill  and  Highland 
Park  Reservoirs  for  public  park  purposes*  In  the  same  year 
Schenley  Park  was  given  to  the  City,  Other  areas  have  been  acquired 
by  purchase  and  gift  during  the  intervening  years,  so  that  now  the 
City  owns  1957  acres  of  park  land.  Recreation  programs  on  park, 
school  and  other  public  properties  are  under  the  direction  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Bureau  of  Recreation* 

County  Parks 

The  entrance  of  cities  of  the  tri-county  area  into  the 
field  of  recreation  has  been  described  above,  Allegheny  County 

also  has  token  progressive  stops  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  urban 
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population  by  providing  two  largo  country  parks.  In  1927,  tho 
County  Commissioners  passed  a rosolution  setting  aside  the  first 
land  for  park  development  and  providing  for  a $1,000,000  bond 
issue  therefore.  Lands  for  North  and  South  parks  were  purchased 
at  a cost  of $454, 565. 81.  AD  epartmont  of  Parks  was  organized  and 
recreational  areas,  picnic  groves,  athletic  fields,  golf  courses 
and  swimming  pools  were  developed. 

North  Park  contains  2260  acres  and  South  Park  contains 
1985  acres.  They  include  among  their  recreational  facilities  swim- 
ming pools  and  bathhouses,  a boat  house,  an  18  hole  golf  course,  29 
tennis  courts.  Scout  cabins,  dance  pavilions,  picnic  aroc.s,  ball 
diamonds,  athletic  fields  and  wild  life  areas.  The  outstanding 
annual  event  in  North  Park  is  the  Outboard  Motor  Boat  Regatta, 
Attendance  at  tho  Regatta  totals  about  a quarter  of  a million  persons. 
The  outstanding  annual  event  at  South  Park  is  tho  five  day  County  Fair, 
There  are  42  buildings  included  in  tho  fairgrounds.  Attendance  usually 
exceeds  a million  persons.  The  total  attondrjico  of  the  two  parks  in 
normal  years  averages  four  to  five  million  persons. 

Due  to  the  popularity  of  the  North  read  South  Parks  and  the 
intensity  of  use,  it  is  expected  that  additional  facilities  must  be 
provided.  If  the  undeveloped  areas  of  these  parks  are  developed, 
the  increasing  needs  probably  could  be  mot.  If  further  development 
of  the  two  existing  pajks  is  made,  however,  then  additional  ad- 
jacent lands  must  bo  secured  for  woodland  arji  wild  life  areas. 

Further  development  of  those  two  parks  would  also  increase  the 
traffic  congestion  between  the  pcj?ks  and  tho  oity,  thereby  paTtially 
defeating  tho  pleasures  of  a trip  to  tho  park. 
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Organized  Camping 


Organized  camping  originated  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  previous  century  as  private  attempts  to  take  children  frem 
congested  city  conditions  and  to  give  them  a taste  of  life  in 
tho  fresh  air  of  woods  and  country.  The  idea  T;ae  accepted  and 
grow,  so  that  soon  a great  variety  of  private,  scrai-privato  and 
public  agencies  wore  conducting  camps.  During  and  following  the 
World  War  I,  ca.mping  was  influenced  by  military  regimentation  in 
layout  of  structures  and  in  programs.  The  popularity  of  the  camp- 
ing movement  is  shown,  however,  by  the  figures  of  the  Playground 
and  Recreation  Association  thrt  in  1929  more  than  6000  organized 
camps  operated  with  an  attendance  of  close  to  a million.  Camping 
has  combined  recreation  and  education  in  guided  programs  for  the 
creative  use  of  leisure  time  in  outdoor  environments* 

Organized  ca.mping  is  a well  established  recreational  and 
oducationa.l  experience  for  children,  youth  and  adults  in  the  tri- 
county area.  The  importance  of  camping  in  these  counties  is  shown 
by  the  1944  report  on  camping  by  the  Pcdcra.tion  of  Social  Agencies 
of  Pittsburgh  a.nd  Allegheny  Coiinty*  This  report  lists  tot^l  of 
36  resident  camps  serving  the  Pittsburgh  area,  16  day  camps,  ajid 
5 organizations  providing  short-term  and  troop  camping.  Many 
organized  camps  other  than  thoso  reported  by  the  Federation  of 
Social  Agencies  of  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Counties  are  used  by 
residents  of  the  three  counties,  (Sec  Table  IV,) 

Organized  Camp  Demonstration  Areas 

The  impetus  given  to  the  development  of  parks,  and  of 
recreational  programs,  during  the  recent  depression  decade  is 
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well  known  to  all*  Something  now  appoarod  during  this  docado, 
however,  when  the  NrtioneJ.  Park  Service  initiated  a program  of 
organized  camp  design  c.nd  construction  on  46  R^^crca.tional  Demon- 
stration Areas  throughout  the  country.  Those  arcr  s r.ro  largo 
tracts  of  land  in  locations  readily  accessible  to  congested  urban 
areas.  Their  primary  purpose  is  to  provide  facilities  for  demon- 
stration of  non-profit  org^'.nized  camping.  In  this  regard,  they  arc 
not  public  P’^rks  in  the  usual  sansc.  In  addition  to  thoir  primrry 
purpose,  hov;ever,  they  offer  recr^-ation"-!  facilities  to  individuals 
and  f"milios  desiring  to  spend  ^ d'-.y  picnicking,  fishing,  boating 
or  hiking;  and  to  groups  who  T;ish  to  camp  overnight  or  over  a 
weekend, 

Pennsylv'nia  is  in  the  enviable  position  of  haying  five 
of  these  ''rc'^s  loc'~ted  '~.nd  devolopcd  within  her  boundaries,  Tho 
names  of  these  areas,  and  loc'-lities  are  as  follovrs: 

a,  Ra.ccoon  Crock  Recreational  Demonstration  Area, 

27  miles  west  of  Pittsburgh,  located  within 
Boavor  County  j 

b,  French  Crock  Recreational  Demonstration  AreoL, 
near  Reading;  (Now  Hopewell  Vill''.gc  National 
Historic  Site)  ; 

c»  Hickory  Run  Recreational  Demonstr''.tion  Area, 
near  Wilke  s-B--'rre  and  Scr.anton; 

d.  Blue  ICi..ob  Recreational  Demonstration  Area, 
nc'r  Johnstown  ~nd  Altoona; 

c,  Laurel  Hill  Recreational  Domonstr''tion  Area, 
south  of  Johnstown  and  o'^st  of  Pittsburgh. 

The  cn''bling  act  for  establishment  of  thv.  Recre^.tion'd 
Demonstretion  Arer s was  tho  National  Industrial  Recovery  Act.  The 
ajcas  were  tr'-nsferrod  to  the  National  Park  Service  from  the 
Rcscttl orient  Administr-.tion  by  Executive  Order  No, 7496,  dated 
November  14,  1936  ..  Legislation  for  trr.nsfer  of  the  Recreational 


Domonstr'-.tion  Arcc7-s  to  tho  ntctos  '“as  cont'^.incd  in  Public  Lew 
No. §94,  deted  June  6,  1942, 

I 

M-ny  of  tho  Rocroationcil  Domonstrr.tion  Aror.s  h''.vc  boon 
trensferrod  to  the  States  in  accordance  with  Public  Law  N>.-,594, 

South  Carolina  may  be  cited  as  an  outstanding  example  of  State 
interest  in  the  organized  camp  areas  and  programs,  Even  before 
the  Act  authorizing  transfer  of  tho  aTor.s  to  the  states  was  passed, 
South  Cc-rolina  was  leasing  and  operating  the  two  Piocroational  Demon- 
stration Areas  in  that  S^ato  through  tho  Bureau  of  State  Parks  of  tho 
Forestry  Division,  Transfer  of  tho  two  areas  to  tho  State  was  accom- 
plished soon  after  the  Act  was  passed. 
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THE  GEOGRAPHY  OE  RECREATION 


Location  and  Area 

Alleghony,  Buavcr  and  Washington  Counties  aro  in  the 
western  tier  of  counties,  bordering  on  the  Ohio  State  Line,  T-io 
total  area  of  the  three  counties  is  20E8  square  miles,  which  is 
4r|-  per  cent  of  the  total  area  of  Pennsylvania,  Alleghony  County 
contains  730  square  miles,  Beaver  County  contains  441  square  miles 
and  V/ashington  County  contains  857  square  miles. 

The  Terrain 

The  Allegheny,  Beaver,  Washington  tri-county  area,  of 
which  Pittsburgh  is  the  focal  point,  is  the  gateway  to  the  vast 
interior  drainage  system  of  the  United  States,  The  rivers  of  this 
drainage  system  mould  the  physical  pattern  of  the  tri-count^?'  region 
into  deeply  carved  valleys.  Between  the  steep  slopes  of  the  main 
valleys  are  rolling  agricultural  lands. 

The  Rivers 

The  tri-county  area  is  an  unglaciated  portion  of  the 
Allegheny  Plateau,  where  horizontal,  sedimentary  rocks  have  been 
carved  into  digitate  patterns  by  rivers  and  streams.  Valleys  arc 
narrow  and  steopsided,  and  rolling  uplands  lie  500  to  600  feet 
above  river  bottoms.  The  highest  point  in  the  three  counties  is 
Scenery  Hill  in  'Washington  County  v:ith  an  elevation  of  1486  foot. 
Significant  river  elevations  are  703  foot  above  sea  level  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahola  Rivers  in  Pittsburgh; 
750  feet  at  the  entry  of  the  Monongahola  to  Washington  County;  783 
feet  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ki^iminitas  River  with  the  Allegheny 
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at  Frooport;  668  foot  at  the  confluence  of  the  Beaver  River  vith 
the  Ohio  at  Rochester,  and  763  feet,  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Shenango  and  Mahoning  Rivers  south  of  Nov  Castle,  vhero  the 
Beaver  River  is  formed* 

Lesser  stroajns  v;hich  dissect  the  Allegheny  Plateau  in 
the  tri-countics  include  Tenmilc  Crook  in  Washington  County,  vhich 
flovs  southeasterly  into  the  Monongalicla;  the  Youghiogheny  River, 
vhich  joins  the  Monongahcla  at  McKeesport  in  southeastern 
Allegheny  County;  Chartiers  Creek,  vhich  rises  in  Washington  County 
and  flovs  northoastvard  through  Allegheny  County  to  the  Ohio  River 
in  Pittsburgh;  and  Raccoon  Creek,  v;hich  rises  in  Washington  County 
and  flows  northerly  through  Beaver  County  to  the  Ohio  River  near  Kobuta, 
The  entire  Ohio  River  system  in  Pennsylvania  drains  over  one  third 
of  the  area  of  the  Commonwealth , 

The  Ohio,  Allegheny,  and  Monongahcla  Rivers  arc  all  im- 
proved with  dems,  locks  and  dredged  channels  for  modern  barge 
navigation,  and  great  quantities  of  coal,  sand  and  gravel  arc  trans- 
ported thereon*  Although  for  many  yecjs  these  rivers  were  used  for 
passenger  traffic,  this  use  has  been  abandoned.  Little  recreational 
use  is  made  of  the  major  rivers  duo  to  riverside  industrial  develop- 
ments and  stream  pollution.  Only  the  small  tributary  streams  arc 
free  from  pollution  by  industrial  and  mine  waste  and  sevago  disposal. 

Agriculture 

Pioneer  travelers  found  the  tri-county  area  covered  with 
a vast  forest  of  birch,  maple,  beech,  hemlock  and  oak.  The  pioneers 
wore  primarily  interested  in  establishing  homes.  The  forests  were 
an  economic  resource  for  use  in  construction  of  hones  cjid  for 
timbers  for  shipment  to  older  communities. 
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They  were  a hindrance  to  the  growing  of  crops,  and  a shelter  for 
unfriendly  Indians  and  beasts  of  prey,  Conseq.uontly , the  pioneers 
removed  the  forests  from  lands  suitable  for  farming  and  from  their 
homesites,  but  the  steep-sided  valleys  which  were  not  adapted  to 
farming  remain  in  woodland*  The  total  of  forested  land  now  in 
the  three  counties  amounts  to  only  250,141  acres,  which  is  loss 
than  12  per  cent  of  the  area  of  the  three  counties. 

The  agricultural  economy  which  flourished  during  the  19th 
century  depleted  the  rich  soil.  Many  farms  became  unprofitable  and 
were  either  abandoned  or  reduced  to  submarginal  standards.  Although 
the  tri-counties  contain  18^  of  the  population  of  Pennsylvania,  they 
contain  only  5^  percent  of  the  farms,  and  less  than  three  percent 
of  the  population  of  the  throe  counties  is  rural  fam  population. 

The  rural  areas  adjacent  to  Pittsburgh  arc  now  operated 
as  part-time  and  truck  farms,  bordered  on  practically  all  sides  bj’- 
the  Pittsburgh  dairy  region.  The  agriculture  of  Washington  County 
includes  a specialty  of  fine  wool  sheep. 

Natural  Resources  - Industry 

Development  of  extensive  deposits  of  bituminous  coal, 
petroleum  and  natxiral  gas  has  completely  altered  the  tri-county 
area  from  an  agricultural  to  a highly  industrial  region. 

The  Pittsburgh  area  is  the  greatest  iron  and  steel  mcjiu- 
facturing  center  in  the  world.  Other  important  industries  include 
chemical  and  allied  products  in  Allegheny  and  Beaver  Counties;  food 
and  kindred  products,  and  paper  airi  printing  industries  in  Allegheny 
County;  clay,  glass  and  stone  products  in  Beaver  and  Washington 
Counties;  and  mine  and  quarry  products  in  Washington  County,  Walter, 
rail  ajid  highway  facilities  have  been  developed  for  efficient 
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and  economical  transportation  of  rau  materials  and  finished 
products* 

Climate 

The  climate  of  the  tri-county  area  is  subject  to  sudden 
changes  and  wide  extremes  of  heat  and  cold.  Summer  temperatures 
of  near  a hundred  degrees  are  often  registered,  and  winter  temper- 
Qtrues  below  zero  are  frequent.  Snow  fall  may  be  heavy,  but  it  is 
usually  so  temporary  that  special  provisions  for  winter  sports  areas 
are  not  considered  to  be  justified.  Records  of  precipitation  over  a 
period  of  years  show  thet  the  average  monthly  precipitation  is  rather 
constant,  with  monthly  averages  between  two  and  three  inches  in  the 
winter  months,  and  between  throe  and  four  inches  in  the  summer 
months,  A high  average  of  4*|-  inches  is  recorded  for  July,  The  annual 
precipitation  averages  about  thirty  sovon  and  a half  inches,  in  an 
average  of  150  days  during  the  year. 

Air  pollution  in  the  form  of  smog  is  an  importent  adverse 
factor  in  living  conditions  in  the  tri-county  area.  Smog  is  an  un- 
desirable by-product  of  industrial  developments  and  community  con- 
gestion in  the  river  valleys.  Changes  of  air  temperature  near  largo 
bodies  of  water  cause  fog.  Smoko  facilitates  condensation  when 
temperature  is  lowered  and  the  combination  of  fog  and  smoke  results 
in  ”smog".  Snog  is  prevalent  in  the  tri-county  river  valleys  during 
almost  a quarter  of  the  year.  The  damaging  effects  of  air  pollution 
arc  reflected  in  the  health  of  the  residents,  in  limitation  of  park 
and  recreational  and  other  outdoor  activities  in  the  snog  afflicted 
areas,  in  reduction  of  sunlight,  and  in  public  safety  through  reduced 
vision 
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Aroas  which  have  ideal  conditions  for  rccroation  arc 


those  havii^  light  rainfall  during  the  recreational  seasons, 

60  percent  or  more  of  the  total  possible  winter  sunshine,  low 
htmidity,  and  average  tonperatures  between  50  and  60  degrees* 
Unfortunately,  Pittsburgh  and  many  other  regions  of  dense  pop- 
ulations are  not  advr.ntc^cously  situated  in  this  regard.  The 
Pittsburgh  area  receives  only  20  to  30  per  cent  of  the  total 
possible  winter  sunshine  and  temperatures  arc  extreme.  Special 
consideration  must  bo  given,  therefore,  to  location  and  develop- 
ment of  parks  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburgh  which  will  provide 
the  residents  the  greatest  possible  opportunity  for  recreation 
in  sunshine  and  clean  air# 
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POPULATION  DISTRIBUTION 

Allegheny,  Beaver  8 Washington  Counties 
CENSUS  1930 
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PORJL/.TION  Fi\CTS 


Population  - Ponnsylyr-nio. 

The  populrtion  of  Ponnsylv'.nic.  in  1940  T/r.s  9,900,180* 

The  CwtimonTTvjr.lth  r^nks  second  onong  r.ll  of  the  str.tes  in  totr.1 
population,  r.nd  sixth  in  density  with  219.8  persons  per  squr.re 
mile.  The  pppulr.tion  incrcr.se  of  2*8  per  cent  during  the  dccr.de 
from  1930  to  1940  vc.s  c.  considorc.blo  reduction  from  the  10,5  per 
cent  increr.se  duriiTg  the  previous  deerdo.  This  declining  rrtc 
of  incror.se  is  not  pcculirr  to  Ponnsylvrnir,  but  ’.7rs  common  over 
the  Nev  Englrnd,  Middle  Atlrntic  rnd  North  Contrrl  Strtes  due  to 
r.  gcncrrlly  declining  birthrrte,  restricted  imnigrrtion  rnd  unfrvor- 
rblo  enploynent  conditions  in  the  rrers  during  this  period. 

Populrtion  - Pittsburgh  Motropolitrji  Arer 

It  should  bo  noted  thrt  although  the  population  of  tho 
throe  counties  totaled  1^779,145  persons  in  1940,  tho  population  of 
tho  Pittsburgh  metropolitan  district  was  1,994,060  persons  in  por- 
tions of  sovon  counties.  Tho  metropolitan  district  includes,  with 
the  central  city,  all  adjacent  and  contiguous  minor  civil  divisions 
or  incorporated  places  having  a.  population  of  150  or  more  persons 
per  square  mile*  The  district  is  not  a political  unit.  It  is  an 
area  which  includes  all  the  thickly  settled  territory  in  and  around 
a group  of  cities.  It  is  a more  or  less  integrated  area  with 
common  economic,  social  and  often  administrative  interests.  This  con- 
dition is  true  of  recreational  requirements  for  large  parks.  The 
entire  metropolitan  population  will  use  accessible  covintry  parks 
and  reservations,  regardless  of  political  boundaries* 
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Population  ««  Trl»County 

The  1,779,145  population  of  the  three  counties  in  1940, 
nas  18  per  cent  of  the  population  of  the  Comonwenlth,  The 
population  of  the  separate  counties  for  1930  and  1940  was  as  follows: 


1930 

1940 

Allegheny 

1,374,410 

1,411,539 

Washington 

204,802 

210,852 

Beaver 

149,062 

156,754 

The  number 

of  minor  civil  divisions  in  the  three  counties 

their  total  populations  are  as 

follows: 

1st  Class 

County 

Cities 

Boroughs 

Townships 

Allegheny 

4-764,088 

69-394,661 

23-157,262 

Beaver 

1-  17,098 

27-  99,225 

3-  5,401 

Washington 

2-  34,991 

32-  80.386 

1-  5,635 

Total 

7-816,177 

128-574,272 

27-168,298 

It  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  a borough  nay 
be  larger  than  a city  as  in  the  case  of  the  Borough  of  Aliquippa  with 
a population  of  27,023,  while  the  City  of  Beaver  Falls  has  a pop- 
ulation of  only  17,098.  Furthermore,  the  population  of  adjacent 
borought  nay  be  greater  and  denser  than  that  of  a neighboring  city. 
For  example,  the  density  of  the  Boroug|r  of  Ambridge  is  15,493 
persons  per  square  nile,  while  the  density  of  Beaver  Falls  is  9536 
persons  square  mile. 

Population  - Allegheny  County 

During  the  century  from  1840  to  1940,  the  population  of 
Allegheny  County  grew  from  81,235  to  1,411,539  parsons,  - more  than 
seventeen  tines  the  earlier  size.  In  spite  of  this  phenomenal  in- 
crease, the  overall  trend  is  one  of  a diminishing  rate  of  increase. 
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The  percent  of  increase  in  the  century  has  fallen  from  a high  of 
70,2  percent  in  the  decade  from  1840-50,  to  2,7  percent  from  1930' 
40,  as  shown  below: 


1840 

1850  - 

70,2  percent 

increase 

1860  - 

29,3 

fi 

ft 

1870  - 

46.6 

n 

ft 

1880  - 

35.7 

ft 

ft 

1890  - 

55.1 

ft 

ft 

1900  - 

40,4 

ft 

ft 

1910  - 

31.4 

fi 

ft 

1920  - 

16.4 

ft 

ft 

1930  - 

15.9 

ft 

ft 

1940  - 

2.7 

ft 

ft 

It  has 

been 

estimated  by  various  statistical  organizations 

that  the  civilian  and  military  population  of  Allegheny  County  in 
November  1943  was  approximately  1,450,000,  Altho\igh  it  is  obvious 
that  the  boom  days  of  settlement  and  industrial  expansion  have 
passed,  the  opportunity  and  obligation  are  presented  to  provide 
amenities  through  parks  and  other  cultural  accommodations  for  richer 
living  in  the  future. 

Population  - Pittsburgh 

The  population  of  Pittsburgh  was  stationary  during  the  decade 
from  1930  to  1940,  considering  territorial  annexation.  The  U,  S, 
Census  records  an  increase  for  the  City  from  669,817  in  1930  to 
671,659  in  1940,  or  a numerical  increase  of  1842  persons.  The  fact 
is,  however,  that  areas  annexed  to  the  city  diiring  this  decade  had  a 
population  of  1843  persons  in  1930  which  equals  the  population  in- 
creases recorded  by  the  Census, 


-15- 


1 


•1  •;» 


It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  all  of  the  population  lit- 
creases  for  Allegheny  County  occurred  in  that  portion  of  the  County 
which  is  outside  the  Pittsburgh  City  limits#  Numerically,  the 
increase  was  37,130  persons,  or  5#27  per  cent#  Further  study  of  the 
population  shows  that  tho  increase  occurred  chiefly  in  tho  aroao  to 
the  south  and  oast  of  Pittsburgh# 

Population  - Beavor  County 

Beaver  County  wais  established  as  a separate  political  unit 
in  1800#  At  that  time  the  population  of  the  County  was  6776#  This 
nujnbor  was  doubled  by  1810,  and  by  1820  tho  population  was  15,340. 
During  tho  first  quarter  of  the  ninotoonth  century,  Boaver  County 
was  an  agricultural  connunity.  During  tho  second  quarter  of  tho 
contury,  tho  trend  began  toward  tho  present  position  of  the  County 
as  third  largest  industrial  producer  in  tho  Connonwoalth# 

The  population  of  Beavor  County  was  56,432  in  1900.  Diaring 
the  years  botwoon  1900  and  1940  there  was  a throe-fold  increase, 
making  a total  of  156,754  persons  in  1940.  TuC  period  of  greatest 
increase  was  during  the  World  War  I docado.  The  population  for  tho 
census  years  since  1900  is  as  follows: 

1900  - 56,432 

1910  - 78,353 

1920  - 111,621 

1930  - 149,062 

1940  - 156,754 

It  is  estimated  that  tho  population  of  Beavor  County  in 
1943  was  181,850,  - tho  great  increase  during  those  throe  years 
being  duo  to  inroigration  of  workers  for  enploynent  in  tho  production 
of  war  goods# 
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Population  - Washlr^ton  County 

Washington  County  vraa  fomod  in  1701  from  Wcstnoroland 
County^  During  tho  first  half  contury  of  its  oxistonco,  the 
county  T7as  chiofly  agricultural.  With  tho  groTTth  of  industry 
following  the  dovclopncnt  of  tho  oxcollont  coal  fields,  tho 
County  boceno  industrializod.  Tho  growth  of  population  in  rccont 
yoars  is  as  follows; 


1900 

- 92,181 

1910 

- 143,680 

1920 

- 188,992 

1930 

- 204,802 

1940 

- 210,852 

Population  - Donsitios 

T-e  population  density  of  Alloghony  County  in  1940  was 
1933,6  which  nay  be  contrasted  with  a density  of  E19«8  persons 
per  square  nile  for  Pennsylvania,  Tho  density  in  Beaver  County 
was  555,5  persons  per  square  nile,  and  in  Washington  County  the 
density  was  246  persons  per  square  nile, 

Tho  average  1940  density  in  Pittsburgh  of  land  used  for 
residential  purposes  was  75,68  persons  per  acre.  Actually,  tho 
density  ranges  fron  a high  of  367,1  persons  per  residential  acre 
to  a low  of  l,fi  persons.  There  were  seven  census  tracts  in 
Pittsburgh  according  to  tho  1940  census  v;hich  had  densities  of 
over  300  persons  per  acre.  This  condition  should  be  contrasted 
with  the  naxinun  nultiple  fanily  density  reconnended  in  a theo- 
retically perfect  city  of  57  persons  per  developed  residential 
acre,  and  with  105,9  persons  per  developed  nultiple  fanily  resi- 
dential acre  in  16  American  cities  which  were  studied  in  recent  years. 
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The  need  for  city  and  country  parks  to  furnish  "breathing  space” 
for  the  congested  residential  and  industrial  areas  is  obvious. 

It  is  noteworthy,  that  the  substandard  areas  of  Pittsburgh 
lost  population,  and  that  there  was  a movement  toward  more  desirable 
residential  portions  of  the  city  and  county. 

Population  - Ethnic  Composition 

The  foreign-born  population  of  the  tri-counties  decreased  from 
288,596  to  229,710  persons  in  the  decade  between  1930  and  1940. 

The  total  decrease  was  58,886  persons  or  20  per  cent.  The  foreign 
born  population  was  12.9  percent  of  the  total  tri-county  population 
in  1940,  whereas  it  was  16.7  percent  in  1930,  a decline  of  3.8  per  cent. 
The  dominant  nationalities  include  Italian  (42,601);  Polish  (27,099); 
Austrian  (22,761);  Czechoslovak  (21,487);  German  (19,407);  Yugo- 
slav (13,966);  English  (12,237)  and  Russian  (12,060).  No  different 
or  separate  recreational  areas  are  indicated  by  the  nationalities 
represented  in  the  tri-county  population,  but  national  folk  character- 
istics may  be  used  in  recreational  programs  with  distinct  advantage. 

The  negro  population  of  the  three  counties  increased  by  6,103 
persons  between  1930  and  1940*  There  was  an  increase  in  Pittsburgh 
itself  of  7,233  negroes  in  the  decade  (13*1  per  cent)  but  a total 
increase  in  Allegheny  County  of  6,734  (8*1  per  cent),  indicating  a 
movement  of  negroes  to  the  City,  and  a decrease  in  the  County  outside 
the  city  limits  of  499  persons.  There  was  an  increase  of  only  528 
negroes  in  Beaver  County,  and  a decrease  of  1160  negroes  in  Vfashington 
County, 

The  rural  farm  population  of  the  three  counties  was  52,308 
persons  in  1940,  which  is  somewhat  less  than  three  per  cent  of  the  total 
population.  This  number  represents  a small  increase  of  farm  population 
during  the  decade  which  may  be  considered  a product  of  the  depression 
years,  and  without  long-range  significance. 
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EXISTING  KECRSATIONAL  AREAS 


Purpose  and  Method  of  Survey 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  survey  to  determine  the  classi- 
fication, distribution  and  adequacy  of  municipally  owned 
recreational  areas  which  are  serving  the  people  of  Allegheny, 

Beaver  and  7/ashington  Counties,  The  basic  data  for  this  report 
were  secured  by  a census  of  each  of  the  counties,  cities,  boroughs, 
first  class  townships  and  first,  second  and  third  class  school 
districts  in  the  three  counties.  The  census  was  conducted  by 
interview  in  each  of  the  counties,  cities  and  first  and  second 
class  school  districts.  It  was  conducted  by  mail  questionnaire  in 
the  boroughs,  first  class  townships  and  third  class  school  districts. 
Data  pertaining  to  school  recreational  areas  have  been  included  in 
the  summary  of  facilities  for  the  municipality.  Significant  data 
were  not  received  for  the  boroughs  and  first  class  townships 
having  populations  of  less  than  5,000;  these  groups,  therefore,  have 
not  been  included  in  the  summary  tables. 

Classification  and  Definition  of  Recreational  Areas 

For  the  purposes  of  this  study,  the  following  classifications 
and  definitions  of  recreational  areas  have  been  used: 

Playground-  An  area  intended  to  provide  active  recreation  for 
children  of  elementary  and  junior  high  school  age,  5 to  14  years 
old,  inclusive.  The  area  should  be  from  3 to  7 acres  in  size, 

Playf leld*  An  area  intended  to  provide  active  recreation  for  young 
people,  15  to  24  years  old,  inclusive.  It  should  be  from  10  to  25 
acres  in  size. 
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Neighborhood  Park  - An  area  chiefly  devoted  to  passive  recreation 
and  serving  a neighborhood*  A neighborhood  park  takes  advantage 
of  a scenic  feature,  if  possible,  such  as  a valley,  woodland,  stream 
or  hill.  A playground  or  playfield  may  be  included  within  the  area, 

A neighborhood  park  often  contains  as  much  as  50  acres. 

Country  Park-  A largo  area  for  the  preservation  of  broad  expanses  of 
natural  scenery  with  development  of  selected  areas  for  active  recreation 
by  large  groups  of  people.  Country  parks  are  usually  50  or 
more  acres  in  size.  They  may  be  located  within  a municipality,  but 
ere  often  in  the  adjacent  rural  area. 

Organized  Camp  Area»  A vacation  area  for  organized  groups.  The  tract 
should  be  composed  of  interesting  terrain,  fair  forest  cover,  suf- 
ficient space  for  insulation  between  camps  and  outside  disturbances, 
and  flowing  water  suitable  for  recreational  uses. 

Ratio  of  Park  Acreage  to  Population 

One  of  the  most  commonly  accepted  standards  for  park  acreage  to 
population  is  one  acre  of  park  for  each  100  persons  in  the  cesnmunity. 
This  ratio  is  used  as  the  "yc-rdstick”  in  this  report.  It  is 
obviously  impossible  to  establish  fixed  standards  for  parks  in  cities 
and  boroughs  duo  to  differences  in  population  and  density,  variations 
in  topography,  distribution  of  population  and  unequal  economic  status 
of  the  people  in  different  communities. 

It  is  often  desirable  to  adjust  the  ratio  of  park  acreage  to  pop- 
ulation according  to  the  size  of  the  conmunity.  For  example,  tho 
parks  of  a community  of  5,000  to  10,000  persons  might  be  studied  on 
tho  ratio  of  an  acre  for  each  75  persons,  whereas  tho  parks  of  a com- 
munity of  500,000  might  be  studied  on  the  ratio  of  an  acre  for  each 
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100  persons,  duo  to  groator  difficult ios  in  socuring  park  spaco 
in  tho  moro  congostod  centers*  T<'.o  ratio  of  one  acre  of  park  for 
each  100  persons  has  boon  adopted  for  use  in  this  tri-county  study 
as  representing  the  minimum  roguiromont  applicable  to  the  congested 
urban  centers  therein.  Although  politically  49  separate  municipalities 
are  included  in  this  analysis,  in  reality  the  analysis  covers  an  urban 
area  of  a million  and  a half  population  centering  at  Pittsburgh,  and 
sending  tentacles  of  population  congestion  up  the  Allegheny  to 
Tarentum,  up  the  Monongahela  to  Centerville,  up  Chart iers  Creek  to 
Washington  and  down  the  Ohio  to  Beaver  Palls  and  Midland,  This  urban 
population  is  living  in  established  communities  where  park  land  can 
bo  made  available  only  by  major  operations  on  the  physical  city  due 
to  existing  structural  congestion  and  physical  barriers.  It  is  felt 
that  the  ratio  of  one  acre  of  park  for  each  100  persons  in  this  restricted 
and  channeled  urban  area  is  both  reasonably  idealistic  and  realistic. 

Proportion  of  Park  Acreage  in  Different  Classifications 

The  total  acreage  in  parks  is  not  the  only  standard  for  judging 
tho  adequacy  of  the  parks  in  a community*  Sufficient  acreage  im- 
proporly  distributed  among  the  various  park  classifications,  or 
acreage  located  beyond  accessibility  of  tho  potential  patrons,  may 
provide  inadequately  for  park  needs.  Tho  spociaj.  relationship  of 
individual  park  units  in  each  municipality  can  be  studied  only  with 
the  benefit  of  knowledge  of  the  local  conditions  such  as  topography, 
residential  areas,  density  and  street  patterns*  Distribution  of 
park  acreage  among  the  various  classifications  can  bo  gonoralizod, 
however,  to  tho  extent  of  designating  about  3©  per  cent  of  tho  total 
park  requirement  of  the  community  for  active  recreational  use  for 
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cMldron  and  youth  in  close  proximity  to  thoir  homos,  Ono  half 
or  moro  of  this  30  per  cent  should  bo  developed  for  playfiold  use. 
Neighborhood  parks,  country  parks,,  in-tonn  rest  parks,  memorial 
areas, public  squares,  circles  and  plazas  constitute  the  remaining 
park  acreage. 

Desirable  as  they  are  in  themselves,  pork  areas  are  not  the 
intimate  goal  in  community  recreational  services.  Park  acres  are 
a necessary  means  to  achieve  an  end.  The  goal  is  to  provide  well 
rounded  recreational  programs  v;hich  will  encourage  children,  youth 
and  adults  of  the  community  in  creative  use  of  leisure  time  in 
guided  programs  combining  recreation  and  education.  It  has  boon 
found  that  feu  municipalities  having  loss  than  10,000  population 
conduct  an  adequate  recreational  program.  This  fertile  field  of 
service  devolves,  therefore,  upon  seme  moro  comprehensive  unit  of 
government , 
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Recreational  Areas  In  Alloghony  County 

Table  I shows  the  number  and  area  of  playgrounds,  playfields, 
neighborhood  and  country  parks  which  serve  the  35  municipalities  of 
Allegheny  County  having  populations  in  excess  of  5,000  persons.  It 
will  be  noted  that  there  are  four  cities  included  in  the  list,  namely 
Pittsburgh,  McKeesport,  Duquesne,  Clairton,  The  population  of  the 
metropolitan  city  of  Pittsburgh  was  671,659  in  1940*  The  population 
of  the  other  three  cities  and  the  cloven  boroughs  in  the  County  having 
populations  of  over  10,000  was  269,379  in  1940.  TiTonty  Allegheny 
County  boroughs  aro  in  5 to  10  thousand  population  class  and  have  a 
total  population  of  144,438*  Thus,  population  in  municipalities  of 
over  5,000  population  in  Alloghony  County  totals  1,085,476  parsons, 
which  is  77  per  cent  of  tho  population  of  the  County* 

Playgrounds  and  Playfields;  The  35  municipalities  of  Allegheny  County 
with  populations  in  oxcoss  of  5,000  should  provide  about  1300  acres 
of  childrens  playgrounds  and  about  1960  acros  of  playfields  for  tho 
total  of  3260  acres  desirable  according  to  minim\mi  standards.  Actually, 
all  these  35  municipalities  provide  only  222  acros  of  playgrounds 
and  419  acros  of  playfiolds  for  a total  of  641  acros , which  is  loss 
than  20  por  cent  of  tho  dosirablo  minimum.  About  20  per  cent  of  the 
existing  park  acreage  in  tho  35  municipalities  is  in  playgrounds  and 
playfields,  whereas  30  per  cent  is  desirable.  Playgrounds  in  the 
15  municipalities  having  ovor  10,000  population,  including  Pittsburgh, 
average  only  an  acre  and  a quarter  in  sizo,  while  playgrounds  in  tho 
20  boroughs  having  5,000  to  10,000  population  avorago  only  throe 
quarters  of  an  acre  in  sizo,  Tho  average  for  tho  35  municipalities  is 
only  one  and  one  tenth  acros.  For  comparison,  it  should  be  recalled  that 
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the  dosirehlo  size  of  a playgroiind  is  botTOcn  3 and  7 acros, 

Plcyficlds  in  tho  15  municipalitios  having  ovor  10,000 
population,  including  Pittsburgh,  avorago  only  5 acres  in  sizo, 

Thcro  is  a similar  average  for  tho  20  boroughs  having  boWoon 
5,000  and  10,000  population.  It  should  bo  noted  that  tho 
desirable  size  of  a playfield  ranges  between  10  and  25  ocro*. 

Neighborhood  and  Country  Parks;  Thoro  has  boon  a tendency  in 
the  past  for  communities  to  ovor-emphasizo  acreage  in  large 
parks  as  compared  with  playgrounds  and  playfiolds  for  frequent 
active  recreation  ncajr  tho  hcanos  of  children  a.nd  youths.  It  is 
not  uncommon  for  la.rgo  parks  to  constitute  as  much  as  70  or  80 
per  cent  of  the  total  park  acreage.  Probably  only  50  or  60  por 
cent  of  the  desirable  park  acreage  of  a city  should  bo  made  up 
of  neighborhood  and  country  pajks,  Tho  35  municipalitios  boing 
studied  should  provide  for  thoir  inhabitants  at  least  1630  acres 
of  recreational  areas  in  those  two  classifications.  They  do  in 
fact  provide  2415,31  acres,  although  the  entire  country  pr  rk 
acreage  is  provided  by  the  City  of  Pittsb\irgh,  Thoro  is  a groat  un- 
filled need  in  tho  other  34  municipalities  for  country  parks.  The 
average  size  of  neighborhood  parks  in  tho  15  largest  municipalitios 
is  31  acres;  the  averago  in  the  20  smaller  municipalities  is  13,3 
acres;  and  the  avorago  for  all  35  is  28  acres.  The  avorago  size 
of  tho  four  country  parks  in  Pittsburgh  is  393  acres. 

Total  Municipal  Rocroational  Area  Requiromont:  A total  of  3056,34 
acres  of  parks  of  all  kinds  aro  provided  by  the  35  Alloghony  County 
munic ipcj.it i os  under  consideration,  or  a ratio  of  one  acre  of  park  for 
each  355  persons.  Tho  four  cities  in  Alloghony  County  provide  a wide 
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rcingo  of  park  areas,  from  one  acre  for  each  80  persons  in 
Clairton^to  one  acre  for  each  3000  persons  in  Duquesno.  Pittsburgh 
is  near  the  average  for  the  35  municipalities,  with  one  aero  for  each 
333  persons.  On  the  basis  of  one  acre  of  park  for  each  100  persons, 
these  35  municipalities  ^ould  have  10,855  acres  of  parks,  or  an 
additional  7800  acres. 

County  Recreational  Area  Roqulroment;  The  entire  population  of  the 
County,  however,  needs  recreational  areas  and  facilities  including 
three  hundred  twenty  six  thousand  rural  fanmi,  rural  non-farm,  and 
small  borough  residents.  The  total  minimum  park  requirement  for 
the  whole  co\inty  is  14,115  acres.  Tho  35  municipalities  having 
populations  in  excess  of  5000  persons  should  provide  10,855  of  these 
park  acres  for  their  residents.  Therefore,  3,260  acres  should  bo 
provided  for  the  smaller  boroughs,  townships  and  school  districts. 
Roforence  to  Table  I will  show  that  even  the  communities  of  5 to  10 
thousand  population  are  mooting  their  pajk  requirements  inadequately, 
for  they  provide  only  one  acre  of  park  for  each  785  persons. 

Allegheny  County  has  tahen  tho  progressive  step  of  establishing 
North  and  South  Parks  with  a total  of  4245  acres.  These  two  parks 
meet  an  obvious  need,  as  shown  by  tho  attendance  which  runs  in  some 
years  as  high  as  4,500,000.  As  previously  described,  those  areas  arc 
so  heavily  patronized  that  they  arc  being  excessively  worn.  Further 
development  would  bo  made  at  tho  expense  of  the  natural  areas.  It  seems 
probable  that  a now  site  in  some  other  cardinal  direction  should  bo 
developed • 
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Rocroational  Areas  in  Beavor  County 


Table  II  shows  the  number  and  area  of  playgrounds,  playfields, 
neighborhood  and  country  parks  which  serve  the  8 municipalities  of 
Beavor  County  having  populations  in  excess  of  5,000  persons.  Beaver 
Falls  is  the  only  city  in  the  County  and  the  boroughs  of  Aliquippa 
and  Ambridgo  are  both  larger  than  the  city.  The  throe  boroughs  of 
Beaver,  Monaco  and  Rochester  constitute  a single  urban  area  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Beaver  with  the  Ohio  River,  New  Brighton  and 
Beaver  Falls  constitute  another  urban  area,  separated  only  by  the 
Beavor  River, 

Playgrounds  and  Playfields;  The  8 municipalities  of  Beavor  County 
having  populations  in  excess  of  5,000  should  provide  about  120  acres 
of  playground  and  130  acres  of  playfield  for  the  total  of  300  acres 
desirable  according  to  minirxum  standfecds.  Actually,  those  8 munici- 
palities provide  only  61  acres  of  playgrounds  and  30.7  acres  of  play- 
fields,  for  a total  of  91,7  acres  - only  30  per  cent  of  the  desirable 
minimum.  As  in  Allegheny  County,  about  20  per  cent  of  the  existing 
park  acreage  is  in  playgrounds  and  playfields,  instead  of  the  desirable 
30  per  cent.  Playgrounds  in  the  3 municipalities  having  populations  over 
10,000  average  2,35  acres  er’.ch,  while  those  in  the  boroughs  having  from 
5 to  10  thousand  population  average  only  8 acres  each.  The  average 
size  playground  for  all  eight  of  the  communities  is  less  than  2 acres, 

Playfields  in  the  3 municipalities  exceeding  10,000  population, 
and  in  the  5 boroughs  having  between  5 and  10  thousand  population, 
average  slightly  over  5 acres  each. 
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Neighborhood  and  Country  Parks:  There  are  17  neighborhood  parka 
in  Beaver  County  containing  91*5  acres,  making  an  average  size  of 
5,4  acres.  There  are  4 country  parks  containing  260  acres,  naaking 
an  average  size  65  acres#  Neighborhood  parks  constitute  20,6  per 
cent  of  the  total  existing  park  acreage  for  those  8 municipalities, 
and  country  parks  constitute  58#7  por  cent.  The  8 municipalities 
should  provide  at  least  500  acres  of  neighborhood  and  country  parks. 
They  are  mooting  70  por  cent  of  that  need. 

Total  Municipal  Recreational  Area  Roquiromont : A total  of  433,2 

acres  of  parks  of  all  kinds  aro  provided  by  the  8 Beaver  County 
municipalities  having  popiilations  in  excess  of  5000#  The  ratio 
of  existing  park  acreage  to  population  is  one  aero  to  184  persons 
in  the  3 larger  communities  rjid  one  acre  to  362  persons  in  the  5 
smaller  communities,  t/hich  averages  one  acre  to  224  persons  for  all 
eight  communities.  There  is  a range  of  park  acreage  of  from  two 
acres  in  New  Brighton  with  an  average  of  only  one  acre  of  pa.rk  to  each 
4815  persons,  to  182  acres  in  Ambridgo  which  just  me.ts  the  ratio 
of  one  acre  of  park  to  each  100  persons. 

Coxinty  Recroat  ional  Aroa  Roquirenent : There  are  some  57  thousand 
Beaver  County  rural  farm,  rural  non- farm,  and  small  borough  residents 
for  whom  recreational  opportunities  aro  not  provided.  The  total 
minimum  pcjk  requirement  for  the  County  as  a whole  is  1568  acres 
of  all  kinds  of  pajpks#  The  8 municipalities  having  populations  of 
over  5000  should  provide  992  acros  of  parks  for  their  population# 

There  should  bo  provided,  theroforo,  for  the  19  snail  borough,  rural 
from  a.nd  rural  non- farm  population  of  the  County  at  least  576  acros  of 
parks  in  all  classifications.  Aside  from  potential  areas  at  schools 


-27 


♦ 


i- 


•« 


m1 


.H 


'■  ■'>! 


W 


jV.-liil  .V' 

:;.1?  l.I'-t  .1:1.  8ii 


Gnd  GlsGvrherG  in  tho  sncllor  conrnunitiGs  to  nGot  existing  needs, 
Beavor  County  is  fortunr.tG  in  hr.ving  excollcnt  potential  country 
park  sites  on  Brady’ s Run  and  at  Raccoon  Creek  Recreational 
Demonstration  Area, 
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Rgcgotlonal  JLrooa  In  Washington  County 


Table  III  shows  the  nunbor  and  aroa  of  playgrounds,  play- 
fiolds,  neighborhood  and  country  parks  which  serve  the  6 munici- 
palities of  Washington  County  having  populations  in  excess  of 
5,000  persons,  Washington  and  Monongahola  arc  the  only  cities 
in  the  County, 

Playgrounds  and  Playfields;  The  6 municipalities  of  Washington 
County  having  populations  in  excess  of  5000  should  provide  about 
95  acres  of  playgrounds  and  140  acres  of  playfields  for  the  total 
of  235  acres  desirable  accordii^  to  mininun  standards.  Actually, 
these  6 municipalities  provide  only  Z2^  acres  of  playgrounds  and  31-|- 
acres  of  playfields  for  a total  of  54  acres  - only  23  porcont  of  the 
desirable  minimum.  Only  18^  per  cent  of  the  existing  park  acreage 
is  in  playgrounds  and  playfields,  instead  of  tho  desirable  30  per 
cent.  Playgrounds  in  tho  4 municipalities  of  over  10,000  population 
average  only  1,4  acres  each,  and  the  average  size  for  11  playgrounds 
in  all  6 communities  is  only  2 acres, 

Tho  four  playfields  in  tho  four  municipalities  of  over  10,000 
population  average  8 acres  in  size.  There  ore  no  playfields  reported 
in  the  two  communities  having  between  5 and  10  thousand  populations. 

Neighborhood  and  Country  Pajks;  There  are  only  5 neighborhood  parks 
and  only  one  country  perk  in  Washington  County,  The  average  size 
of  neighborhood  parks  is  22  acres,  Tho  one  country  park  contains 
125  acres.  iU-though  neighborhood  and  country  parks  constitute  81-|- 
per  cent  of  the  existing  park  acreage,  thoy  meet  only  60  per  cent 
of  tho  desirable  minimum  requirement  in  these  classifications. 
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Total  Mvinicipal  Recreational  Area  Roqulromont;  A total  of  289.45 
acres  of  parks  of  all  kinds  arc  provided  by  the  6 Washington 
Coxinty  Municipalities  under  consideration.  The  ratio  of  existing 
park  acreage  to  population  is  one  acre  to  270  persona.  The  ratio 
in  Washington  City  is  one  acre  to  304  persons.  No  recreational 
areas  of  any  kind  are  poported  in  Centerville,  although  the 
borough  should  have  about  65  acres  of  parks  and  playgrounds. 

County  Recreational  Area  Requirement:  There  are  133  thousand  residents 
of  Washington  County  living  in  connmmities  of  less  than  5000  population, 
or  who  are  rural  farm,  or  rural  non-fam  residents.  Recreational 
opportunities  should  be  available  for  these  non-urban  citizens.  The 
minimum  park  req.uirement  for  the  County  as  a whole  is  2100  acres  of 
parks,  of  which  some  780  acres  should  be  provided  by  the  6 muni ci]pall tics 
under  consideration,  leaving  1320  acres  to  be  provided  for  the  26  small 
boroughs  and  rural  communities. 

It  is  understood  that  Wadiington  County  owns  a tract  of  land 
suitable  for  recreational  development  and  use  at  the  old  fair  grounds 
known  as  Arden  Downs.  The  tract  is  only  a few  miles  north  of  Washington 
and  it  apparently  would  fill  an  important  need  for  a countrjr  pork. 

Raccoon  Creek  Recreational  Area  is  only  25  miles  from  Washington! City ) 
and  is,  therefore,  within  day  use  travel  distanoo. 
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This  Table  shows  tho  number  and  area  of  playgrounds,  play- 
fields,  neighborhood  and  country  parks  v;hich  servo  the  49  cities 
and  boroughs  of  Allegheny,  Beaver  and  Washington  Couatios  hating 
populations  in  excess  of  5,000  persons.  The  Table  also  shows 
a summary  of  tho  number  and  area  of  recreational  areas  in  tho 
various  classifications  for  tho  tri-county  area, 

Tri-County  Playgroiinds  and  Playflolds;  Tho  49  municipalities 
should  provide  about  1515  acres  of  playgrounds  and  2275  acres 
of  playficlds  for  the  total  of  3790  acres  desirable  according  to 
minimum  standards.  Actually,  those  49  municipalities  provide  only 
305,5  acres  of  playgrounds,  and  481  acres  of  playficlds  for  a.  total 
of  786.5  acres  - less  than  21  per  cent  of  tho  desirable  minimum. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  tho  total  acres  of  existing  parks  in  tho  throe 
counties  exo  just  oqual  to  the  desirable  minimum  acres  of  playgrounds 
and  playficlds.  These  two  classifications  should  constitute  only 
30  per  cent  of  the  total  park  acreage. 

Tri-County  Neighborhood  and  Country  Parks;  Neighborhood  parks  in  the 
49  municipalities  total  1045,67  acres,  having  an  average  size  of 
about  21  acres.  These  51  parks  constitute  27-^  per  cent  of  the  total 
existing  park  acrer^c  in  the  municipalities  under  consideration. 

Country  parks  serving  the  49  municipalities  total  1956,64  acres.  Their 
average  size  is  217,4  acres,  and  they  constitute  51-|-  per  cent  of  tho 
totaJL  existing  park  acrerge-.  Neighborhood  and  country  parks  should 
total  at  least  6300  acres  for  these  49  municipalities.  The  total 
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of  existing  pr.rks  in  these  two  classifications  is  3002,3  acres. 


Total  Tri-County  Municipal  Recreational  Areas;  The  total  existing 
park  acreage  in  all  classifications  for  the  49  municipalities  is 
3788,99,  As  has  been  noted  above,  this  acreage  is  only  one  third 
of  the  12,625  acres  desirrblo  acco3?ding  to  minimum  standa.rds,  and 
provides  only  one  acre  of  recreation  aj-oa  for  each  333  persons, 

Tri-County  Recreational  Area  Roquiroments;  On  the  basis  of  the  1940 
population  in  the  throe  counties,  some  17,800  acres  of  recreational 
area  should  be  provided  therein.  The  49  cities  and  boroughs  of  the 
three  counties  provide  3789  acres  toward  the  total  requirement, 

Allegheny  County  has  developed  North  and  South  Parks  which  include 
4245  acres.  There  are,  therefore,  8034  acres  of  municipal  and 
county  parks  available  in  the  three  counties,  A few  of  the  86 
boroughs  having  loss  than  5000  population  have  playgrounds  or  small 
parks  but  the  total  acreage  is  relatively  insignificant.  For  example, 
the  19  boroughs  of  Beaver  County  having  populations  under  5000  have 
a total  of  only  oight{8)  acres  of  recreational  area  - loss  than  1/2 
acre  per  borough. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  almost  ton  thousand  additional 
acres  of  recreational  area  arc  necessary  in  Allegheny,  Beaver  and 
Washington  Counties  in  order  for  the  minimum  standard  of  one  acre 
of  park  for  each  100  residents  to  be  reached.  Of  this  total  additional 
acreage  required,  3000  acres  of  playgrounds  and  playfiolds  arc 
necessary  in  municipalities  containing  over  5000  persons.  The  127,868 
persons  in  the  86  boroughs  having  loss  than  5000  population  should  have 
about  400  acres  of  playgrounds,  of  Tjhich  it  is  estimated  350  acres  would 
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bo  additional  to  existing  areas,  making  a total  dosirablo 
playground  and  playfiold  acroago  of  5350.  Additional  neighbor- 
hood, country  and  other  park  roquiroments  amount,  thoroforo,  to 
tho  difforonco  botTCon  the  total  additional  10,000  acres,  and  the 
additional  3350  acres  of  playground  and  playfiold.  Tho  difforonco 
would  be  6650  acres.  Additional  country  park  roquiroments  aro, 
thoroforo,  about  4500  acres. 

Various  potential  country  parks  exist  in  or  near  the  tri-county 
area,  A potential  country  park  which  would  bo  of  groat  bonofit 
to  tho  lower  Boavor  Valloy  Communities  is  Brady’s  Run. 

A potontial  country  park  which  would  sorvo  the  Washington  - Canonsburg 
aroa  is  tho  old  fair  gro'Jinds  known  as  Arden  Downs. 

As  previously  discussed.  North  and  South  Parks  aro  boing  used 
oxcossivoly,  and  expansion  is  under  consideration.  Tho  Greater 
Pittsburgh  Parks  Association  is  taking  stops  to  acquire  tho  McConnell’s 
Mills  Aroa  in  Lawrence  County,  which  is  essentially  a reservation 
of  scenic  values  and  not  a country  park.  The  Raccoon  Crock  Recreational 
Demonstration  Area  is,  however,  an  excellent  potontial  country  park 
for  all  the  people  of  Allegheny,  Boavor  and  Washington  Counties. 

Tho  Raccoon  Creek  Demonstration  iiToa  is  only  27  miles  from  down- 
town Pittsburgh  over  the  existing  Federal  highways  22  and  30 j 25 
miles  for  Washington  (City)  over  State  Highway  No.  18;  and  15  miles 
from  tho  Beaver,  Rochester,  Monaco  urban  center  in  Boavor  County 
over  State  Highway  No.  18  . One  thousand  acres  of  tho  5034  acre 
area  have  boon  designated  for  public  day  use  development  by  tho 
National  Park  Service, 
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A coraplotod  General  Development  Plan  defines  the  different 
areas  and  their  uses  in  accordance  with  country  perk  standards* 

The  ajreas  have  boon  studied  for  swimming,  picnicking,  overnight 
camping,  hiking,  archery,  pageants,  etc*  It  appears  that  this 
area  is  well  situated  in  relation  to  the  congested  urban  population 
of  the  three  counties  and  in  relation  to  major  highways.  In  addition 
thereto,  the  area  contains  an  attractive  wooded  volley  with  an  un- 
polluted stream  and  a good  dam  site.  The  plateau  areas  on  each  side 
of  the  valley  have  extensive  open  areas  suitable  for  recreation  by 
large  groups  of  people. 

In  addition  to  the  potential  public  use  area  the  4034  acre 
organized  camp  area  contains  throe  developed  organized  camps  which 
are  in  constant  demand  and  use  during  the  camping  season.  Reference 
to  Table  IV  will  show  the  volume  of  camping  activity  by  residents  of 
tlio  thrOQ  counties. 

Organized  Camping  in  the  Throe  Oountios 

Thirty-six  resident  camps  reported  by  the  Federation  of  Social 
Agencies  of  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  County  served  17,S70  campers 
during  the  1944  season.  The  average  stay  was  10^  days,  except  in 
the  case  of  a camp  for  crippled  children,  which  served  15  Allegheny 
County  residents  for  an  average  of  50  days  each.  About  one  person 
out  of  82  in  Allegheny  County  attended  resident  camps  in  1944  and  one 
out  of  each  15  children  between  the  ages  of  7 and  17  attended  comps. 
The  average  resident  camp  capacity  of  the  36  camps  is  95  persons. 

The  16  day  camps  served  a total  of  2,665  persons.  The  5 organizations 
sponsoring  short-term  comping  served  more  than  24,000  campers  between 
January  1 ajid  October  1,  Troop  camping  for  six  days  or  more  during 
the  same  nine^nonth  period  was  provided  for  35,000  campers. 
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AttondGnco  Gt  summer  crmps  in  1944  uae  12  per  cent  higher 
than  during  the  summer  of  1943#  Resident  camp  attendance  \t&b  com- 
posed of  42  per  cent  hoys,  38  per  cent  girls  and  20  per  cent  adults# 

Camp  occupancy  was  90  per  cent  of  capacity  for  almost  half  of  the 
camps  reporting  and  70  to  90  per  cent  for  about  a fourth  of  the 
camps#  Only  one  camp  reported  less  than  50  per  cent  occupancy. 

The  zones  of  travel  to  the  36  resident  camps  include  10  camps  with- 
in 25  miles  of  Pittsburgh,  9 can5)s  located  25  to  50  miles  from 
Pittsburgh,  12  comps  located  50  to  100  miles  from  Pittsburgh  and  5 
camps  located  over  100  miles  from  Pittsburgh# 

The  Federation  of  Social  Agoncie  s of  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny 
County  reports  a lack  of  camping  facilities  to  servo  the  following 
needs: 

1#  Cainps  for  families  who  can  afford  around 
^7  to  OlO  a week# 

2#  Camps  for  children  needing  special  care, 

3*  Camps  offering  cabins  for  families  but  also 
certain  central  administration  services  and 
programs* 

Camping  and  hiking  and  related  forms  of  outdoor  activity  have 
a natural  appeal  to  most  youth  and  are  important  aids  in  the  develop- 
ment of  desirable  traits  of  character.  They  have  particular  value  in 
furnishing  urban  youth  an  intimate  contact  with  nature.  One  of  the 
greatest  recreational  achievements  for  any  urban  center  would  be  to 
make  the  country  accessible  to  youth.  This  need  can  bo  fulfilled  in 
some  degree  through  adequate  country  parks  and  organized  camps. 
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T-ABLE  IV 


OHOANIZED  CiMPS  SERVING  /XLEGilEIT.  BU  YER 

w;-s:invGTON  c ounties  . 

PEn-TSYLVJJTIA. 

Co  .J^rivato  - Non-Profit  Sponsorship 

Sponsorship  None 

County 

Typo 

Capacity 

Bov  Scouts  - McKeesport  Council 

Fayette 

Co 

150 

Hwne  for  the  Friendless  - Pittsburgh 

Canbria 

Co 

45 

Woods  Run  Settlenent  ••  Pittsburgh 

Clarion 

Co 

36 

Brasheer  .^Issociaticn  - Pittsburgh 

Butler 

Co 

55 

Penna,  Soc.  for  Crippled  C .ildren  - Harrisburg 

Luzerne 

Co 

96 

Enna  Fam  Association  - Pittsburgh 

Butler 

Co 

200 

Sarah  Heinz  - Pittsburgh 

Larrrence 

Co 

72 

Janes  Waldon  Johnson  Canp  Assoc. -Pittsburgh 

Beaver 

Co 

96 

Boys  Club  of  Pittsburgh 

Butler 

Co 

100 

Kingsley  Association  - Pittsburgh 

Butler 

Co 

84 

Variety  Club  and  Pittsburgh  Lyceun 

Allegheny 

Co 

120 

Pleasant  Hill  Fam  Assoc,  - Pittsburgh 

Allegheny 

Co 

80 

Girl  Scouts  of  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Co, 

Butler 

Co 

136 

Boy  Scouts  Honewood  Council 

Erie 

Co 

100 

Boy  Scouts  - East  Boroughs  Council 

We stno reland  Co 

250 

Boy  Scouts  - Allegheny  Council 

Allegheny 

Co 

200 

Boy  Scouts  - Washington  Council 

Washington 

Co 

95 

Association  for  Inprover.ient  of  the  Poor 

Allegheny 

Co 

160 

Polish  Falcons  of  Anerica 

Butler 

Co 

50 

Total 

2125 

F 


Ti-BLE  IV 


0RGLJTIZ2D  CUTS  SERVING  iXLEGHSMY.  BEx’.VER 

;XT)  TASHINGTON 

COUNTIES. 

PEN^^SYLV;1IU 

p private  - Religious  Sponsorship 

Sponsorship  Name 

County 

Type  _ __ 

Capacity 

Volunteers  of  America  - Pittsbxirgh 

Allegheny 

0 

50 

North  Boroughs  Y.M.C.A, 

Fayette 

0 

100 

Y.V/.C.A,  - Pittsburgh 

Butler 

0 

52 

Methodist  Church  Union  - Pittsburgh 

Butler 

0 

100 

First  Presbyterian  Church  - Pittsburgh 

Westmoreland  0 

168 

Church  of  Brethern  - Hooversville 

Somerset 

0 

100 

Calvary  Episcopal  Church  - Pittsburgh 

CraTTford 

0 

128 

Y,M.C.A,  of  Pittsburgh  - Pittsburgh 

Beaver 

0 

190 

Y^IvI.C.A.  of  Pittsburgh  - Pittsburgh 

Somerset 

0 

96 

Y.M.  and  Y,W*h.A-*  Pittsburgh 

Somerset 

0 

96 

Presbyteries 

Clearfield 

0 

100 

Rankin  Christian  Center  - Rankin 

Beaver 

0 

48 

Camp  Rosary  Association  - Pittsburgh 

Somerset 

0 

65 

The  Salvation  Army  - Pittsburgh 

Allegheny 

0 

100 

Y.M.C.A*  McKeesport 

Fayette 

0 

100 

Y.M.C,A*  Allegheny  - Tarentum 

Venango 

0 

63 

Y.M.C.A.-  Washington 

Washington 

0 

80 

Y.'V.C.A.  - Washington 

Washington 

0 

100 

Baptist  Associations  - W.  Pennsylvania 

Clearfield 

0 

90 

Methodist  Annual  Conference  Uniontovzn 

Fayette 

0 

275 

Total 

2101 

TABLE 


IV 


ORGANIZED  CA..ES  SERYEJG  ALLBGHMY,  BE/.VER  AIT)  WASHINGTON  COUM^IES,  PMSYLViNIA. 
P!P  ««  PrlYate  - Eor  Profit  Sponsorship 


Canp  Naiie County Type Capacity 


Ceap  Cherrio 

Butler 

PP 

80 

Canp  Cussewago 

Erie 

PP 

70 

Canp  KLdinah. 

Butler 

PP 

90 

Canp  Tecunseh 

Erie 

PP 

50 

Canp  Ellwood 

Lawrence 

PP 

120 

Total 

410 

Public  - Non  Profit  Sponsorship 
North  Park  Camps  (3) 

All egheny 

C 

60 

GBAIT)  TCT;E 


4,366 
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POT^^TUL  R35I0Ni\L  PARKS 


Tho  def iciencios  in  rocroational  areas  which  exist  in 
Allegheny,  Beaver  and  Washington  Counties  are  shown  in  tho  pro- 
ceeding study  of  existing  recreational  areas,  and  comparison  is 
made  thereof  with  minimum  standards*  While  it  was  not  within 
the  scope  of  this  study  to  make  recommendations  regarding 
specific  park  sites,  it  is  thought  that  a brief  discussion  of 
potential  parks  which  have  county  and  regional  significance  is 
in  order, 

McConnell*  s Mills 


Introduction 

A potential  country  park  which  has  boon  known  and  visited 
for  many  years  because  of  its  outstanding  scenery  is  tho  area 
known  as  McConnell's  Mills.  For  many  years,  efforts  have  been 
made  to  bring  the  scenic  gorge  of  Slippery  Rock  Crook,  south  of 
Federal  Highway  No*  422  under  public  control*  After  many  futile 
attempts,  it  now  appears  that  the  Greater  Pittsburgh  Parks  Assoc- 
iation will  acquire  tho  tract,  for  options  have  been  taken  on  117 
acres  of  tho  site. 

Location 

McConnell's  Mills  is  in  Slippery  Rock  and  Perry  Townships 
on  tho  southern  edge  of  Lawrence  County,  It  is  accessible  to  tho 
Pittsburgh  population  by  means  of  tho  Perry  Highway  U.  S,  No,19, 
being  43  miles  from  the  Triangle  in  Pittsburgh,  Tho  name  of  tho  area 
derives  from  tho  grist  mill  and  crib  dam  at  a covered  bridge  crossing 
of  Slippery  Rock  Crock, 
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Topography 


The  picturesque  portion  of  Slippery  Rock  Creek  marks  the 
beginning  of  the  unglaciated  portion  of  the  Creek,  A short  dis- 
tance northward,  the  valley  is  wide  and  open  and  shows  results 
of  glaciation.  The  portion  of  the  Creek  included  in  the  optioned 
area  is  a rocky,  precipitous  gorge.  The  water  cascades  over  and 
around  huge  rectangular  boulders  \:hich  would  weigh  hundreds  of 
tons,  and  which  appear  to  have  been  strewn  about  by  a giant. 

Scenic  Values 

The  steep,  often  cliff-like,  side  slopes  of  the  gorge  are 
covered  with  a forest  of  huge  hemlock,  oak,  beech,  maple  and  dog- 
wood trees,  and  many  other  interesting  foms  of  plant  life. 

The  hills  are  so  steep,  the  cover  so  dense  and  the  Creek  and  rocks 
so  spectacular,  that  the  nearby  world  of  industry  and  agriculture 
is  easily  forgotten. 

The  McConnell’ s Mills  area  is  not  adaptable  to  organized 
recreation  such  as  camping  and  swimming.  It  is  ideal,  however, 
for  nature  study,  hiking  and  fishing.  Picnicking  areas  should  bo 
provided  as  necessary  to  cccanmodato  the  crowds  who  visit  the 
area  during  the  summer,  and  access  roads  and  parking  areas  should 
bo  improved, 

Arden  Downs 

A site  which  is  a potential  Washington  County  park  is  the 
old  fair  grounds  known  as  Arden  Downs.  This  area  is  located  a few 
miles  north  of  Washington  at  Arden  Station  on  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road, The  area  contains  about  200  acres  and  belongs  to  the  Washington 
County  Institutional  District.  Tho  old  fair  ground  is  nc"  used  as  a 
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rifle  range*  An  additional  75  to  100  acres  adjoining  the  fair 
ground  are  available  from  the  City  of  Washington  if  the  areas 
are  developed  for  recreational  use, 

Brady*  s Run 

Available  information  indicates  that  Beaver  County  has 
some  excellent  potential  country  parks.  One  of  the  best  of  these 
both  from  the  standpoint  of  scenic  value  and  adjacency  to  urban 
population  is  Brady’ s Run,  Tl.e  site  contains  1700  acres  of  wooded 
hillsides,  with  the  picturesque  Brady’s  Run  flowing  through  the 
valley.  The  area  is  situated  within  less  than  five  miles  of  an 
urban  population  of  60,000,  including  Beaver  Falls,  New  Brighton, 
Beaver,  Ivionaca  and  Rochester,  It  is  situated  west  of  State  High- 
way No,  54  which  parallels  the  Beaver  River  near  the  mouth  thereof. 

The  scenic  values,  the  location  in  relation  to  urban  areas,  and  the 
needs  are  so  obvious  that  acquisition  and  development  seem  inevitable. 

Raccoon  Creek  Recreational  Demonstration  Area 
Location  and  Area 

The  Raccoon  Creek  Recreational  Demonstration  Area  has  regional 
significance  for  the  entire  upper  Ohio  River  Volley  from  Pittsburgh, 
Aliquippa,  Ambridge,  Rochester  and  Braver,  on  down  the  river  to 
East  Liverpool  and  Steubenville,  Ohio, 

Tills  area  is  located  in  the  southwest  portion  of  Beavor 
County,  and  contains  5034  acres.  It  is  divided  north  and  south  by 
State  Highway  No,  18.  The  area  west  of  the  highway  contains  about 
4000  acres  and  is  devoted  to  the  specicl  use  of  organized  camping, 

Tho  area  east  of  the  highway  contains  1000  acres,  and  has  been  planned 
for  public  day  use. 
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Day  Use  Area 


The  day  use  portion  of  the  area  is  less  developed  than 
is  the  organized  camp  area.  The  National  Park  Service  long-range 
master  plan  includes  proposals  for  extensive  development  of  swim- 
ming, picnicking,  hiking  and  overnight  camping  facilities  as  needs 
are  demonstrated*  The  facility  requirements  have  been  estimated  on 
the  basis  of  a normal  peak  load  of  5,000  persons  at  any  one  time. 

The  proposed  day  use  area  is  in  throe  topographic  divisions, 
namely  - the  lower  Traverse  Creek  valley,  the  small  plateau  area 
northwest  of  the  proposed  lake,  and  the  large  plateau  area  south 
of  the  proposed  lake.  It  is  proposed  to  construct  a dam  in  lower 
Traverse  Crock  valley  near  the  eastern  property  line  to  Impound  a 
10-acre  lake.  Parking  areas  will  bo  made  available  nearby.  Picnic 
sites  on  the  old  torracos  on  the  wooded  hillside  are  proposed.  The 
small  plateau  area  northwest  of  the  proposed  lako  is  suitable  for 
development  for  family  camping,  Grroup  picnic  areas  and  facilities 
arc  proposed  for  development  on  the  plateau  south  of  the  proposed 
Traverse  Crook  lake. 

Trend  of  Urban  Growth 

As  has  boon  noted  previously,  the  increase  in  population  in 
Allegheny  County  during  the  1930-40  decade  occurred  entirely  out- 
side the  City  of  Pittsburgh,  Almost  all  the  outlying  sections  of  the 
County  showed  an  incroaso  in  population,  with  the  greatest  increases 
south  and  east  of  Pittsburgh.  Inasmuch  as  there  Is  an  abundance 
of  desirable  area  suitable  for  development  within  the  county,  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  further  expansion  into  rural  aroas 
will  continue  as  improvement  in  transportation  facilities  is  pro- 
vided, 
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Doficionciofi  in  highway  alignmont,  width,  and  accoss  foatureo 
hcvG  seriously  retarded  development  in  tho  southwest  portion 
of  the  County • These  deficiencies  will  be  largely  ovcrccmc 
by  the  proposed  Penn-Lincoln  limited  access  highway  extension 
west  from  Pittsburgh,  In  addition,  tho  large,  now  Moon  Town- 
ship airport  which  is  located  15-  miles  from  tho  Triangle  and  ad- 
jacent to  tho  proposed  interregional  highway  will  stimulate 
development  west  of  Pittsburgh* 

In  view  of  tho  increase  in  population  whidi  may  bo  expected 
west  of  Pittsburgh  duo  to  the  proposed  Penn-Lincoln  extension,  and 
development  of  tho  new  Moon  Township  Airport;  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  both  North  and  South  Parks  have  been  overcrowded  for  some 
years;  and  in  view  of  country  park  needs  in  both  Beaver  and  Washington 
counties,  as  well  as  in  Allegheny  County,  it  is  apparent  that  new 
park  facilities  should  be  developed  west  of  Pittsburgh.  Raccoon 
Creek  Recreational  Area  will  be  only  25  miles  from  downtown  Pittsbxirgh 
over  the  proposed  Penn-Lincoln  extension,  and  tho  driving  time  will 
be  little  more  than  one  half  hour.  Furthermore,  tho  9-mile  section 
of  tho  Penn-Lincoln  Parkway  eastward  from  tho  Triangle  will  make 
east-west  travel  practical  for  residents  on  tho  oast  side  of 
Pittsburgh,  The  Raccoon  Creek  area  is  also  readily  accessiblo  to 
the  people  of  Washington  County  over  State  Highway  No, 18,  The  City 
of  Washington  is  only  25  miles  from  tho  park*  Raccoon  Crook  is 
also  readily  accessible  to  the  people  of  Beaver  Valley,  over 
Highway  No,  18.,  Rochester  and  Beavor  being  only  15  miles  therefrom. 
There  are  many  potential  park  patrons  in  the  more  than  three  million 
people  who  live  within  50  miles  of  Raccoon  Crook, 
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In  keeping  T7ith  the  principle  of  aolecting  rocroatlonal 
demonstration  areas  so  as  to  be  readily  cccossiblo  to  congostod 
centers  of  urban  population  as  previously  described  in  the  section 
of  this  report  on  the  History  of  Parks  and  Recreation,  Raccoon 
Creek  lies  within  a radius  of  50  miles  from  the  following  munici- 
palities; Aliquippa,  Ambridge,  Beaver  Falls,  Beaver,  Now  Castle, 
Pittsburgh,  Wa.shington  (Pa),  Weirton,  W,  Va. , Steubenville,  Fast 
Liverpool  and  Youngstown,  Ohio,  The  population  v;ithin  25  miles  "'of 
the  area  is  a million  and  a half,  and  within  50  miles  of  the  area 
the  population  is  over  three  million. 

Topography 

The  topogrf.phy  of  the  area  is  that  of  a rolling  plateau, 
having  elevations  1200  feet  above  sea  level.  The  plateau  is  cut 
from  r:est  to  east  by  Big  Traverse  Creek  and  its  tributaries.  This 
stream  in  not  polluted,  and  is  suitable,  therefore,  for  recreational 
and  restocking  purposes.  The  land  was  classed  as  submarginal  when 
purchased  by  the  Federal  government  some  ten  years  ago.  The  plateau 
areas  were  formerly  farmed  but  in  recent  years  many  farms  were 
abandoned,  and  a pioneer  growth  of  crab  apple,  hawthome  and  wild 
cherry  has  developed.  The  valley  slopes  and  bottoms,  where  farming, 
logging  and  mine  propcutting  were  uneconomical,  are  forested  with 
s(xae  mature  stands  of  oak,  hemlock  and  maple  trees.  It  would  bo 
unrealistic  to  claim  unusual  scenic  merit  for  the  area,  although 
its  land  is  well  adopted  to  organized  camping  and  day  use  recreation. 

Organized  Camp  Facilities 

Three  organized  camps  hrivc  been  built  on  the  Raccoon  Creek 
area.  Two  of  these  camps  provide  facilities  for  96  cancers  each 


and  a staff*  The  third  camp  provides  facilities  for  48  campers 
and  a staff.  Additional  camping  facilities  are  available  in  an 
abandoned  CCC  Camp,  the  layout  of  v/hich  xics  designed  for  future 
organized  camp  use.  Swimming  is  provided  for  all  campers  in  the 
12  acre  lake  which  has  been  impounded  on  Traverse  Creek,  A number 
of  additional  sites  are  available  for  small  camps  as  the  needs  are 
demonstrated. 

Each  of  the  existing  camps  is  designed  on  the  modem  prin- 
ciple of  small  unit  groups,  each  separated  from  the  others,  but 
related  to  the  central  administrative  headquarters.  The  camp 
structures  are  arranged  informc.lly,  taking  advantage  of  topographic 
and  forest  cover  conditions.  The  can5)s  are  all  served  by  water  and 
sewer  systems. 

Organized  Camp  Use 

The  existing  camps  have  been  in  operation  for  several  seasons 
and  are  in  constant  demand.  The  organizations  which  used  the  Raccoon 
Creek  camps  for  resident  camping  during  the  past  year  were  The  James 
Weldon  Johnson  Association  of  Pittsburgh,  The  Akron-Canton  - Youngs- 
town Tri-City  Jewish  Camp^  and  The  Rankin  Christian  Center  of 
Pittsburgh.  The  latter  organization  used  the  two  unit  camp.  Camps 
are  allocated  with  due  consideration  to  recommendations  made  by  the 
camp  advisory  committee  of  the  Federation  of  Social  Agencies  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  County, 

The  number  of  camper  days  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,1944  were  as  follows: 

Seasonal  16 , 048 

Intermediate  2,058 
Short  Term  1,167 
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In  accordance  rrith  agroomento  made  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters  actibg  as 
park  authority  at  the  time  of  creation  of  the  Rocroational 
Demonstration  Areas,  Raccoon  Creek  area  is  available  in  part  or 
whole  for  transfer  to  the  Commonwealth, 
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ANCE AND 
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THIRD  CLASS  CITIES 
Act  317,  enacted  1931 
Section 


BOROUGHS 

Act  336,  enacted  1927 

Sectic'i 


DIGEST  OF  RECREATION  ENABLING  LEGISLAi:* 


COUNTIES  - 2nd  to  8th  olae  ll 
Act  447,  enacted  1929 

Section 


3701  Every  city  shall  have  a general 
plan  of  its  parks  and  playgrounds 


3703  Cities  may  acquire  lands,  prop- 
erty and  buildings  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  and  maintaining 
public  parks,  parkways,  playgrounds, 
playfields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths, 
swimming  pools  or  indoor  recreation 
centers 

3704  This  section  provides  for  super- 
vising, equipping  and  maintaining 
public  recreation  areas  and  facilities 
through  any  existing  body  or  through 

a Recreation  Board.  Recreation  leaders 
may  be  employed  by  such  board  as 
needed 


2717  Every  borough  shall  have  a gen- 
eral plan  of  its  parks  and  play- 
grou  (ids . 

2701  Joroughs  may  separately  or  jointly 
A acquire  property  and  buildings  for 

2702  ihe  purpose  of  making,  enlarging 
and  laintaining  public  parks,  parkways, 
playgrounds,  playfields,  gymnasiums, 
publ-o  baths,  swimming  pools  or  indoor 
recr  ?ation  centers. 

2719  ‘:‘he  authority  to  supervise  and 

main -ain  public  recreation  areas  and 
facilities  may  be  vested  in  any  exist- 
ing body  or  board,  or  in  a recreation 
boar!.  Recreation  leaders  may  be 
employed  by  such  board  as  needed. 


663  County  Commiesioners  have  i« 
govern,  manage,  lay  out,  planoi 
ment  public  parks,  golf  cours , 
grounds,  etc. 

650  County  Commissioners  of  en» 
may  designate,  set.  apart  or  an: 
lands  and  buildings  for  use  ap 
parkways,  playgrounds,  playfii 
gymnasiums,  public  baths,  ewlili 
pools  or  indoor  recreation  cee: 

651  The  County  Commissioners  e 
a park  or  recreation  board,  e; 
empowered  to  equip,  operate  a 
tain  public  recreation  areas  id 
ities.  Persons  may  be  employ 
and  direct  recreation  aotiviti 
needed . 


3705  A recreation  board,  when  estab- 
llshed,  shall  consist  of  five  persons. 
Two  of  the  members  shall  be  members  of 
the  school  board.  Members  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Mayor  to  serve  for 
terms  ox  five  years.  Members  of  the 
board  serve  without  pay.  Women  are 
eligible  for  appointment. 


2720  i recreation  board.  If  established 
in  8 borough,  shall  consist  of  five  per- 
sont . two  of  whom  shall  ba  membere  of 
the  .school  board.  Members  shall  be 
appc  nted  by  the  Burgess  to  serve  for 
terEii  of  five  years.  Members  serve 
without  pay.  Women  are  eligible  for 
apoi atment . 


652  The  County  Commissioners  n 
a park  or  recreation  board.  '( 
established  such  a board  shale 
of  five  membere  to  be  appoint 
commissioners  for  terms  of  fi 
Members  serve  without  pay.  fle 
eligible  for  appointment . 


3706  The  recreation  board  elects  its 
own  officers  to  serve  for  one  year. 

The  board  may  employ  persons  as  author- 
ised in  this  act. 


2721  ITie  recreation  board  elects  its 
own  officers  to  serve  for  one  year. 
•Persons  may  be  employed  by  the  board 
as  sathori^sd  in  this  act. 


653  The  park  or  recreation  bos 
its  own  officers  to  serve  for « 
With  the  consent  and  approval  I 
coaaoieeionere,  persons  may  b«  i 
as  authorised  in  this  act. 


3707  Cities  ssay  join  with  boroughs  and 
townships  in  acquiring  property  for  and 
operate  and  maintain  recreation  areas 
smd  facilities.  Any  city  may  also  join 
with  any  school  district  in  equipping 
operating  and  maintaining  recreation 
areas  and  facilities  and  may  appropri- 
ate money  therefor. 


2722  Any  two  or  more  boroughs,  or  bor- 
ough with  any  city,  or  borough  with  a 
county,  may  jointly  acquire  property 
for,  and  operate  and  maintain  public 
recreation  areas  and  facilities  and 
appropriate  money  therefor. 


654  Counties  may  join  with  an>)t 
county,  any  city,  borough,  tea 
or  school  district  in  acquirij 
erty  for  maintaining  and-  opeili 
recreation  ereae  and  facilitlji 


3708  The  city  council  may  issue  bonds 
for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  lands  or 
buildings  for  parks,  playgrounds,  gym- 
naelums,  swimming  pools,  public  baths, 
or  indoor  recreation  centers,  and  for 
the  equipment  thereof. 

3709  All  expenses  incurred  in  the 
operation  of  the  public  recreation 
facilities  and  program  shall  be  payable 
from  the  treasury  of  the  city.  A 
special  tax,  not  to  exceed  two  mills 

on  the  dollar  of  the  taxable  property 
in  the  city,  may  be  levied  for  this 
purpose . 


2723  ■.(.’he  borough  council  may  issue 

bondo  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  lands 
or  buildings  for  parks,  playgrounds, 
gymraeiums,  swimming  pools,  public  baths 
or  j idoor  recreation  centers  and  for  the 
equipment  thereof. 

2724  .111  expenses  incurred  in  the  opera- 
tion of  public  recreation  facilities 
and  .ictivities  shall  be  payable  from  the 
treeeury  of  the  borough  or  boroughs, 
city,  county  or  school  district  in 
accordance  with  any  joint  agreement.  A 
tax  not  to  exceed  two  mills  on  the 

doll  ir  of  the  taxable  property  in  such 
borough  or  school  district  may  be 
levied  for  this  purpose. 


655  The  County  CommisEioner  msil 
bonds  for  the  purpose  of  acqvl 
lands  or  buildings  for  parks,) 
grounds,  gymnasiums,  ewiaiming)( 
public  baths,  or  indoor  recreil 
tars,  and  for  the  equipment  Iji 

656  All  expenses  incident  to  1 
tion  of  the  public  recreatioili 
ities  and  activities  establifii 
the  county  commissionere,  shtj 
able  from  the  treasury  of  th«|( 
A special  tax  not  to  exceed  1| 
on  the  dollar  of  taxable  pro)i 
such  county,  may  be  levied  f<t 
purpose 


The  school  Code  also  states  that  public  school  ouildings,  equipment  and  resources  may  be  used  to  provide  recreation  activities  i 
is  contained  in  Bulletin  290,  which  can  be  secured  from  the  Department  of  Public  instruction.  Education  Building,  Harrlsbi , 
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TO'WSHIPS  - First  Class 
Act  331,  enacted  1931 

Section 


No  Legislation 


3001  Townships  may  dedicate,  eat  apart 
lands  or  acquire  property  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making,  enlerging  and  main- 
taining public  parks,  parkways,  play- 
grounds, playfields,  gymnasiums, 
public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or 
Indoor  recreation  centers. 

3009  The  authority  to  supervise  and 
maintain  public  recreation  areas, 
facilities  and  activities  may  be  vest- 
ed in  any  existing  body  or  board  or 
in  a park  board  or  recreation  board  as 
the  township  commissionars  may  deter- 
mine. Recreation  leaders  may  be 
employed  as  such  a board  ae  needed. 

3C10  The  to'snship  park  board  or  recre- 
ation board,  ■when  established,  shall 
consist  of  five  persons,  to  be  appoint" 
sd  by  the  township  commiesioners  to 
sarve  for  terms  of  five  years.  Members 
serve  without  pay.  Women  are  eligible 
for  appointment 

3011  The  park  or  recreation  board  elects 
its  own  officers  to  serve  for  one  year. 
Board  may  employ  such  persone  as  may 
be  needed  as  authorised  by  this  act. 

3013  Townships  may  jointly  with  cities, 
counties,  boroughs,  other  townships 
of  either  class,  or  any  combination 
or  number  of  such  units,  acquire  prop- 
erty for<  operate  and  maintain  public 
recrsation  areas  and  facilities. 


3001  Township  Gommissionere  may  borrow 
money  and  issue  bonds  for  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  lands,  making,  enlarging 
and  maintaining  public  parks,  play- 
fields,  gymnasiums,  swimming  pools  or 
indoor  recreation  centers. 

3012  All  expenses  incurred  in  the  opera- 
tion of  public  recreation  facilities 
and  activities  shall  be  payable  from 
the  treasury  of  such  township.  A 
special  tax  not  to  exceed  two  mills  on 
the  dollar  of  the  taxable  property  may 
be  levied  for  this  purpose. 


TCWHSHIFS  - Second  Claes 
Act  69,  enacted  1933 

Section* 


No  Leg.  >5l6tion 


1901  The  township  commissioners  of  any 
township  may  designate,  set  apart, 

or  acquire  for  use  ae  parks,  playgrounds, 
playfields  gymnasiume,  public  baths, 
ewinming  pools,  or  indoor  recreation 
centers,  land  or  buildings. 

1902  The  authority  to  supervise  and  main- 
tain public  recreation  areas,  facili- 
ties and  activities  -cay  be  vested  ia 
any  existing  body  or  board  or  ia  a park 
or  recreation  board  as  the  lO'*nship 
commissioaerB  may  determine.  Recrea- 
tion leaders  may  be  employed  by  such  a 
board  as  needed . 

1903  The  township  ptirk  board  or  recrsa- 
tion board,  when  established,  shall 
consist  of  five  persons,  to  loe  appoint- 
sd  by  the  township  ccramissioners  to 
serve  for  terms  of  five  years • Members 
serve  without  pay.  Women  are  eligible 
for  appointment . 

1904  The  park  or  recreation  board  elects 
it*  own  officers  to  serve  for  one  year. 
The  board  may  employ  such  persons  as 
may  be  needed  ae  authorized  by  this  act. 

1905  Any  township  may,  Jointly  with  any 
one  or  more  townenips,  boroughs  and 
cities,  acquire  property  for  and  oper- 
ate end  maintain  public  recreation 
areas  and  facilities. 


1906  The  township  supervisors  may  issue 
bonde  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
lands  or  buildings  for  parks,  play- 
grounds, gymnasiums,  swimming  pools, 
public  baths,  or  indoor  recreation 
centers  and  for  the  equipment  thereof. 

1907  All  expenses  incurred  in  the  oper- 
ation of  public  recreation  facilities 
and  activities  shall  be  payable  from  the 
treasury  of  such  township.  A special 
tax  not  to  exceed  two  mille  on  the 
dollar  of  taxable  property  may  be 
levied  for  this  purpose. 


school  youth  and  adults.  These  provisione  are  embodied  in  the  Extension  Education  Legislation. 


SCHOOL  DISTRICTS 
Article  XLIX 

Section 


No  Legislation 


4901  Restates  provisions 
embodied  in  Sections  3703, 
2701,  2702,  650,  3301,  and 
1901  of  the  City,  Borough, 
County  and  Township  Acta. 


4902  Restates  provisione 
embodied  in  Sections  3704, 
2719,  651,  3309,  and  19C2 
of  the  City,  Borough, 
County  and  Township  Acts. 


4903  Rsstatee  provisions 
embodied  in  Sections  3705, 
2720,  652,  3310,  and  19C3 
of  the  City,  Borough, 
County  and  Township  Acts. 


4904  Restates  provisions  as 
found  in  Sociions  3706, 
a??!,  3011,  and  1904  of 
the  City,  Borough,  County 
and  Township  Acts. 

4905  School  districts  may 
join  with  any  city,  borough 
to«n8ni;',cr  county,  or  any 
cambic».t  on  thereof  ia 
equipping,  operating  and 
tsaintniaitig  parks  and 
recreatior  facilities. 

4906  Reetstes  provisions 
found  in  boot ions  3706, 
2723,  655  -jid  1906  of  the 
City,  Sort  ..rh  County 
and  Tc  ;--ihip  Ati'.s. 

4907  School  .'  striots  may 

approprla  . mcney  '"or  pay- 
meat  of  ex,i;:ui.c.'  incurred 
in  the  operatioii  of  public 
recreation  la-?''itleo  and 
activities,  n ..  i-eciel  tax 
not  to  exceed  two  rniils  on 
the  duller  cf  the  % > ’-n^ble 
property  •ov-', -d  for 

this  purpose. 


Additional  information 


RECREATION  WITHIN  THE  UW 

Growing  interest  in  recreation  on  the  part  of 
citiien  groups  throughout  our  Common»/ealth  is 
revealing  a multiplicity  of  governmental  as  well  as 
social  and  cultural  problems.  Among  these  heter- 
ogenous problems  there  has  appeared  one  which  has 
grown  in  importance,  namely,  the  status  of  recrea- 
tion within  the  lew.  It  appears  that  all  modern 
functions  which  have  community  importance  are 
ultimately  incorporated  in  the  law.  In  Pennsylvania, 
since  as  early  as  1927,  legislation  has  been  enacted 
which  resulted  in  recreation  becoming  a part  of  that 
"body  of  rules--which  a State  or  a community  recog- 
nizes as  binding  'its  members"*.  In  terms  of  this 
meaning  the  tendency  of  the  time  is  noteworthy; 
recreation  is  becoming  an  established  function  of 
communities  throughout  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
provisions  for  its  management  are  being  recognized 
as  binding. 

The  problem  of  leisure  has  become  one  of  the  oasic 
considerations  of  our  age.  It  is  inevitable, 
therefore,  that  specialists  and  citizens  will 
increase  and  deepen  their  interest  in  the  legal 
provisions  for  public  community  recreation  programs. 


Can  my  city  build  and  conduct  swimming  pools,  or 
parks?  Can  it  provide  music  programs,  or  art 
exhibits,  or  festivals?  What  are  its  legal  powers? 
What  of  my  county,  my  township,  my  school  district? 
What  legal  power  have  they  for  carrying  on  recrea- 
tion programs?  Are  we  exceeding  our  authority?  Are 
there  powers  which  we  want  to  use,  but  don't  know 
exist?  Can  we  spend  tax  money  for  general 
recreation?  What  about  using  school  buildings  and 
grounds  after  school  hours? 

These  questions  are  being  asked  by  citizens  through- 
out our  Commonwealth.  They  are  demanding  more  and 
more  recreation  activities  and  facilities  for  both 
adults  and  children.  As  the  movement  for  leisure 
time  activities  grows,  progressive  communities  are 
developing  plans  to  make  permanent  recreation 
programs . 

These  permanent  programs  must  be  fitted  into  the 
organization  of  governmental  units;  and  this  in- 
volve's  legal  questions. 

In  Pennsylvania  recreation  may  be  administered  by 
any  one  of  several  governmental  units  separately  or 
jointly.  Such  provision  is  embodied  in  the  codes 
of  the  following  governmental  units; 


Third  class  cities  - Act  317,  enacted  in  1931 

Boroughs  - Act  336,  enacted  in  1927 

Counties  of  the  Second  to  Eighth  class  inclusive, 

Act  447,  enacted  1929. 

Townships  - first  class  - Act  331,  enacted  in  1931 
Townships  - second  class  - Act  69,  enacted  in  1933 

Legislation,  similar  to  that  embodied  in  the  afore- 
mentioned Acte,  is  found  in  the  codes  of  cities  of 
the  first  and  second  class. 

This  legislation  provides  for  recreation  in  genera*.  . 
A study  of  the  recreation  enabling  legislation  of 
Pennsylvania  discloses  that  it  includes  the  follow- 
ing significant  elements: 

1.  Provision  for  empowering  governmental  units 
to  act. 

2.  Provision  for  financing. 

3.  Provision  for  acquiring  land  areas  and 

facilities. 

4.  Provision  for  conducting  activities. 

5.  Provision  for  employing  recreation  leaders, 

directors,  supervisors  and  other  needed 
personnel. 

6.  Provision  for  joint  control. 

7.  Provision  for  initiation  of  recreation  by 
the  people. 

Typical  of  this  legislation  is  the  following; 

"Any  two  or  more  of  the  following  units,  namely, 
cities  of  the  second  and  third  classes,  counties, 
townships  (or)  and  boroughs  or  any  combination  or 
number  of  such  units,  (city,  township,  or  borough, 
or  any  city,  township,  or  borough,  and  county.)  may 
jointly  acquire  property  for,  and  operate  and  main- 
tain, any  parks,  playgrounds,  playfields,  gymna- 
siums, public  baths,  swimming  pools,  or  indoor 
recreation  centers.  Any  school  district  shall  have 
the  power  to  join  with  any  city,  borough,  township, 
or  county,  or  any  combination  thereof  in  equipping, 
operating  and  maintaining  parks,  playgrounds,  play- 
fields,  gymnasiums,  public  baths,  swimming  poole, 
and  indoor  recreation  centers,  and  may  appropriate 
money  therefor." 


Individual  citizens  or  citizen  groups  who  desire 
more  detailed  information  about  Pennsylvania  recre- 
ation enabling  legislation  should  get  in  touch  with 
local  officials  - city  clerk,  president  or  secretary 
of  borough  councils,  county  commissioners  and  town- 
ship commissioners. 

Inquiries  can  also  be  addressed  to  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Planning  Board  or  the  Legislative  Reference 
Bureau,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 


RECREATION 


"DO  m ChKF  FNOUOH  ..." 


To  consider  thp  implications  cf  leisure  in  the 
lives  cf  our  people? 

To  become  familiar  with  the  provlsione  of  our 
State  Enablintr  Lepisletion.  *ith  reference  to  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  public  recreation? 

To  take  advantage  of  this  State  Fnablins  Legislation 
in  establishing  Community  Recreation  Programs,  - 
programs  that  *ill  pay  dividends  in  personal  growth, 
in  joy  of  living,  and  in  the  development  of  better 
human  relationships  and  of  enriched  community  life? 

To  use  our  school  facilities  for  Community 
Recreation  activities  - rijusic,  crafts,  physical 
recreation,  dramatics,  etc.  - in  ways  provided  by 
our  School  Code  for  the  use  of  school  facilities  by 
the  citizens  for  recreational,  as  well  as  educa- 
tional purposes? 

To  act  before  it  is  too  late  to  keep  open  the  doors 
of  opportunity  for  children  and  adults,  continuing 
their  interests  in  music,  in  art,  in  physical  activi- 
ties, in  crafts  encouraged  during  their  school 
years?  - not  to  close  the  doors  of  our  schools  to 
them  upon  graduation  day? 

To  organize  a local  proup  of  interested  citizens? 

To  make  a beginning  through  the  utilization  of 
existing  facilities?  - to  transform  e vacant  lot 
into  a playground?  an  unused  store  room  into  a 
library  or  recreation  center?  an  unoccupied  resi- 
dence or  abandoned  school  building  intc  a 
community  center,  a boys'  club  or  a girls*  club? 

'■4' 

To  preserve  America's  richest  heritage  - her  * , 

citizens,  who,  in  the  opinion  cf  many  national 

leaders,  can  determine  the  future  of  America 

largely  through  the  manner  in  which  they  use  their 

leisure  time? 

and 

To  do  it  now?  - So  your  community  will  be  able  to 
include  well  considered  proposals  for  recreational 
development  in  their  Postwar  Public  '.Vorks  Programs. 


A DIGEST  OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 

LAWS 

PERTAINING  TO 

PUBLIC  RECREATION 


THE  STATE  PLANNING  BOARD 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
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